
Minutes of the 96th AGM 201 

12th MARCH 2019 @ Swiss & Austrian Social Club at 19:00 

 

1. NOTICE OF MEETING / APOLOGIES   

 

 

Good evening members & friends 

 

I would like to open the meeting with the apologies received from the following persons:  

• Dierk Luethi, Nick Eppenberger, Andre & Ursula Haberli, Walter Muller, Beart & Martha Reichmuth, Evard Lindsay, Consul General – 

Andreas Maager, Hans & Susanne Schmutz, Herbert & Christa Schmell, Fridolin & Olga Lenz, Andre Braunsschweiler, Dieter Hornlein, Joey 

Jauch 

 

Before we proceed into the details of the meeting, can we all please take a moment of silence to remember those friends and family members 

who have passed on during course of the year:  

  

• Remo Antonio Julita 

• Vreni Wettstein 

• Rudi Andrist 

• Lionel Young-Evard 

• Andre Baeni 

• Walter Aeberli 

• Madeleine Low 

• Recently, Adolf Linder 

 

I apologise if we have missed anyone close to you.  

 

A reminder, that the committee does not share passing of members unless so requested by family / friends.   

 

 

 

 

2. WELCOME    

  

I would like to welcome you all to the 96th Annual General Meeting of the Swiss Social Club. And a special welcome to those attending the 

AGM for the first time. 

 

E 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE 96th AGM, HELD ON 19.03.2019  

PROPOSED : Felix Gnaedinger 

  

SECONDER : Daniel Siegenthaler 

 

Minutes of the last AGM will not be read.  Hard copies are ciculated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P 



4. ADOPTION OF THE FINANCIAL AND AUDITORS REPORT   

 

 
 

 

 

Proposed: N/A 

Seconded: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you and regards 

Andreas 

 

 



 

5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON 2018 SWISS CLUB ACTIVITIES   

 

2018 was a somewhat quiet year with no major changes to infrastructure as well as fewer club evenings. The participation 
in club events seemed to have “dwindled more so last year than any other year” Our ongoing dream to attract the 
“younger members” has also not been very successful and remains a challenge.  
Our web page, has undergone some exciting changes which amongst other include a membership management facility and 
events calendar. I want to extend a special thank you to Andreas Walther for managing this change with all the “teething 
problems”. The requirement is that you update your details on this system for this period of renewal and I want to thank all 
those who have proceeded to do so.  
    
SOCIAL ACTIVIES AND PAST EVENTS  
 
The committee’s commitment to continue with celebrating the traditional events remain. These are generally 
communicated via the newsletter & newsflash.  
We celebrated,  
April – Easter bunny in Jonkershoek with a sponsorship from Lindt which included 2 massive Lindt bunnies – thank you 
Lindt (what would a Swiss Easter Celebration be without “swiss chocolate”) 
June - Fondue Evening 
August – National Day celebration – both celebration days were once again a huge success, just a reminder again, this 
success is directly proportional to support of us the members (both in helping and attendance). It is an evening that 
requires much team work and I am confident that we will have many helping hands again this year. Thanking you in 
advance. Thank you also to our sponsors for the donations of enticing prizes which help to lure the crowds.  
September – 2nd Fondue evening  
September – we also had the privilege to “meet & great” our Swiss National teams who participated in the TUG of War 
world championships and we thank our consulate  
Dec – Samichlaus in Jonkershoek, Christmas luncheons 
Jan – Club Opening 
Feb – Walfescht  
 
GREENPOINT 
 
The pensioner’s luncheons remained a “go to event for our older members” which has always been well attended. Sadly 
due to poor attendance, the club nights on Thursday evenings were reduced to 2/mnth in June. Mid-year, Marci and Werni 
decided to fare us well and slowly with time ended their time in the kitchen. The committee continued with special events, 
catering for these once a month. These infrequent club evenings were not well received by our members and Stefan & 
Moira offered to step into the kitchen rescue and has been with us since then.  
 
 

 

Proposal:  

 

Proposed: N/A 

Seconder: N/A 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SUB SECTIONS & AFFILIATIONS  

 

 RIFLE CLUB:  

 

SWISS RIFLE CLUB CAPE TOWN PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2018  

2018 was a rather turbulent year which nonetheless ended successfully.  

Use of Shooting Ranges: On 2nd March 2018 we were notified (after the late 2017 closure) that the Klawer range was again closed for non-navy 

shooters, following an incident where a foreign county’s protection team assumed the right to use the range because years earlier they had been 

given permission to do so, but this permission had not been renewed. This caused a diplomatic incident resulting in the closure of the range. 

Fortunately we were able to persuade the authorities to rescind the ban and verbal permission was granted on Wednesday the 14th March but 

the written approval to continue with our annual programme was only received on Friday morning before our ‘Feldschiessen’ on Saturday 17 

March!  

Sadly, in 2019 we were again refused permission to use the Klawer range Simon’s Town due to so-called “security issues at navy ranges” which to 

date have not been resolved, causing us to use the Atlantis range  

Two or 3 times annually we use the Military Range ‘Good Hope’ near Atlantis in order to make our presence felt. There, too, changes were in the 

offing. The new commander insisted that all non-military shooting clubs must comply with the following: (a) Names and ID numbers of all club 

members submitted for clearance by military intelligence; (b) Clubs to be accredited sport shooting or hunting clubs according to the FCA of 

2000; (c) Members to obtain police clearance certificates; (d) Members to have a fire-arm competency certificate and (e) Visitors to be 

accompanied by holder of a competency certificate. It was to no avail pointing out that a fire-arm license-holder already has police clearance and 

competency – a bit like demanding proof of a learner’s license when you hold a driver’s license! We hold our breath to see whether these rules 

will be enforced when the service contracts are renewed in April. In the meantime we ask all our members to obtain police clearance and ensure 

that their competency certificates are up to date!  

Shooting activities: We had a good turn-out of 16 members for the first official shoot of the year with beautiful weather, and many of us were able 

to shoot several programs. The President Mettler Cup ‘knock-out’ deferred from 2017 took place on Sunday 28th January. Sixteen participants 

including one lady competed for the title. Finally Toby Bechtel (Sturmgewehr) was beaten by Fridolin Lenz with his carbine. We had a good 

attendance at the second “Feldschiessen”. Members from as far as Robertson and Stellenbosch and two ladies from Switzerland took part and we 

even gained a new member!  

Piggy Shoot: There was a long-time record attendance for juniors at this year’s Piggy Shoot! Almost a dozen juniors and a dozen ladies, as well as 

24 men competed for the ham and sausages on a lovely autumn day at the WCSU range near Atlantis.  

Swiss – Navy challenge: After the lovely rain during the week, Saturday the 26th May turned out a beautiful, crystal-clear day with only a very 

slight breeze – perfect for shooting! For the 2nd time the Western Cape Combat Association (WCCA) took part with 10 members. 42 competitors 

took part and to our embarrassment we came 3rd, being comprehensively beaten by the Navy team and by the WCCA!  

On the 10th June and 21st July we gathered at the Klawer range to continue with our annual programmes. We gained new members in mother 

and daughter Bianca and Madison Bützer (10) who both completed the Feldschiessen program.  

At the MSA Founders’ Range at the Western Cape Shooting Union Range some members practised with their private fire-arms.  

The planned shoot at the ‘Good Hope’ military range on the 18th August, was cancelled due to lack of interest. The last opportunity for 

completing the annual programme and achieving ‘Dedicated Sport Shooter’ status was on Saturday 15 September. We had a good turn-out, with 

about 18 members availing themselves of the opportunity to catch up!  

We regained the Swiss vs. SA Navy Trophy on the 27th October by scoring 994 points vs. the Navy’s 911.  

The 2018 President Mettler Cup was won by Albi Schmid with an excellent score of 75, the highest of the day, beating Fridolin Lenz, who won last 

time, into 2nd place! The Year-end ‘4 Hürden’ Shoot at Atlantis was followed by a ‘braai’, but it was not the last shoot of the year, as we were 

invited by the Western Cape Combat Association, together with the Navy team on the following Saturday. The challenging event proved  

to be interesting and we were able to beat the Navy team into 3rd place with 515 to 458 points, the WCCA winning with 705 points on home 

ground.  

Social Events: On Friday 4 May almost 40 club members and guests attended the ‘Absenden’ annual prize-giving dinner at the club.  

Our ‘tools & equipment’ were taken for repairs & maintenance to UV Tooling premises kindly made available by Uli Voegeli. A braai was held by 

the members who assisted.  

We had our traditional year-end dinner provided by the Pflocksch team, attended by more than 40 guests. All enjoyed the well-prepared food 

and the generous portions, tempting one to over-indulge! Thank you to Stefan and Moira and to the Swiss Club for the use of the premises!  

Ammunition: After receiving our Import Permit for ammunition from SAPS and approval from ITAC, Customs and SARS we hit a snag because our 

club had not been registered for Income Tax, which is now compulsory for all clubs! After completing many forms and obtaining certified copies 

of our committee members’ ID documents, signatures, tax numbers, addresses, etc., we obtained income tax registration and tax exemption. The 

import permit was sent to Switzerland and we were told that it would now take two instead of one month to obtain the Swiss export permit! By 



this time the South African import permit would have expired, and we were granted an extension – and finally the ammunition arrived. After the 

police inspection (delayed by 3 days causing storage fees!) the goods were released provided we had security clearance for the driver and an 

armoured car! This was a first as well! Fortunately Suburban Guns could provide us with the necessary and they collected and stored the 

ammunition, again costing us unnecessary fees. We finally removed the goods and store them at 3 different locations. It is interesting that SAPS 

wanted to know how the goods were to be transported, but did not enquire where they would be taken!  

Committee: At the AGM on the 20th March, the sitting committee was re-elected, and Paul Schweizer was voted in as an additional member. 

Twenty-one members attended, and approved Debbie Schweizer’s application for membership. The committee was as follows: President Dierk 

Lüthi, Vice-President Pascal Kilchenmann, Secretary Greg Schaufelbühl, Treasurer & Actuary Fridolin Lenz, Material & Equipment Thomas Henke, 

Additional members Eric (Pops) Fraser, Paul Schweizer.  

The committee is prepared to stand again for 2019 - 2020, but of utmost importance is succession planning! Some of the committee have had 

serious health problems and cannot be relied on to continue forever. Others run businesses which need their undivided attention. If they fall out, 

there is no back up! I personally want to reduce my work-load and delegate many of the routine functions!  

Anniversary: We have invited Johannesburg and Durban for our 70th anniversary shoot and festivities on the weekend of September 21-22. 

Johannesburg is keen to come while Durban may be in doubt.  

Eidgenössisches Schützenfest 2020: Accommodation has already been booked by Paul Gantenbein, and members who want to take part and be 

considered for a subsidy are reminded to complete the annual program or they will not qualify!  

Conclusion: I wish everyone a successful shooting year, hoping that the impediments that have been put in our way regarding the use of shooting 

ranges will be resolved. I look forward to our anniversary shoot in September and remind everyone of the Piggy Shoot on Sunday the 5th of May 

at WSU Atlantis!  

Our thoughts are also with those who are ill or have ill family members, and wish them speedy recovery, especially Eric Sewell’s wife, Hansjoerg 

Kaiser, Fredi Lenz.  

 

 

 

 FRAUENTREFFEN  

 

In order to save you from boredom, we decided to make our report short and sweet this year. 

We were happy to welcome two new members to our sisterhood, namely Mai Unger and Wendy Vogt. 

In March, April and June we gathered at the Club for our chats with coffee and cake. 

 

Claudine Maager very kindly invited us to her home in May, September as well as February, twice for a brunch and once for Raclette. Thank 

you so much once again, Claudine, we felt thoroughly spoilt! 

 

For our July get-together, we joined our compatriots at the Club for the 1st August lunch, a great occasion enjoyed by all. 

 

To celebrate the 91st birthdays of our oldest members Dori and Alice in August, we devoured huge pieces of cake at a Coffee Shop in Canal 

Walk – quite a feast! 

As all our members had returned from their Swiss holidays by October, we now had a chance to celebrate several round birthdays that had 

been missed, at the Club. 

As usual, Bettina invited us to her home to partake of our traditional Christmas braai end of November, where we also sold our handiwork, 

mainly Swiss Christmas biscuits and table arrangements. 

The rest of our goods, including coffee and cake and the biggest number of raffle tickets yet, were sold at our Christmas Sale on Samichlaus 

Day in Jonkershoek. 

 

In January, some of us had great fun in spending the day with four under-privileged children and fitting them out with everything they needed 

for their first day of school. 

 

A big Thank You once again to all who supported us with our sale and raffle and who invited us to their homes during the last 12 months, it is 

very much appreciated! 

 

Thank you 

 

Theresa Dennler 

 

 

 

 



 

 JONKERSHOEK  

 

Presidents Report for Jonkershoek 2018 

We had a fantastic Camping Season this year.  

At the last AGM we had complaints about the Tariff increase. It was decided that we would lower the Tariffs to just under the average charges. 

Towards the end of the year there was an incident at Jonkershoek whereby a campers goods were stolen out his tent. I went to SAPS and was 

told that they were familiar with the perpetrators but could not arrest them unless they found them in possession of the goods or stolen 

property. 

Padi started a whatsapp group for campers, the idea is to always try and camp when there are more than one family, basically a buddy system 

whereby we can look out for each other. If you going camping, please just put it on the group and see who else will be going! If you are 

uncomfortable at any stage, please call our security company JSRA patrols 062 027 1601. Please quote our farm no, which is 40. 

 

 Cycle Club 

Hans Herren 

 

As always the first outing of the year was the Waldfest, closely followed by the tour to Kleinmond which was a great success.  WE had a great 

preparation for the Cape Town Cycle Tour.  People were eager to take part after the 2017 cancellation.  Before the race we had pour 

traditional pasta evening which was well attended.  The results were somewhat surprising as Didi Gugelmann our regular bets from 

Switzerland was fastest followed by Carlo another regular from Ticino. 

 

Anotehr highlight of our club was when 5 of us went to Switzerland and then into the Pyrenees where we did the famous Tour de Passes with 

friends from Switzerland.  We climbed famous passes in one week after the Tour de France.  The event was perfectly organised by did 

Gugelmann. 

 

Proposed:  N/A 

Seconded: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



D  

6. ELECTION OF DAY PRESIDENT   

 

Day President : Ernst Tobler 

 

 

COMMITTEE  

 

As you are all aware, I have decided to step down as president. This is a personal decision which was made in mid-2018. Due to personal 

circumstances as previously explained. I was blessed with a VERY competent and supportive team. I enjoyed the time serving on the committee 

and made some good friends along the way. It indeed was a great 2 years especially at the start of the reign, but now the time has come for 

me say “good bye”. I hold great sentiment to this club, and will remain an active member of the club.  

 

At this point I would like to extend a very Big Thank You to my committee team, for supporting me this past year. I have valued your input and 

appreciated your unselfish commitment. 

A big thank you Marci and Werni for the time that they kept the pots warm and beers cold.  

 

Other changes to the committee: 

 

Andreas Walther, our membership secretary has decided to explore another continent and will also be leaving us.  

Marci, will also be serving her last duty this evening as secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE AND OF AUDITORS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:   

 

                                                     PROPOSED:               SECONDED:  

PRESIDENT:   C. SCHIESS   

VICE-PRESIDENT:      

SECRETARY:      

TREASURER:   A. REICHMUTH   

MEMERSHIP SECTION:   FELIX GNAEDINGER   

ADVERTISING:  A. HAEBERLI   

PR & SPONSORSHIP:      

EDITOR:   P. LOSCIUTO   

WEBSITE SUPPORT:      

JONKERSHOEK:   R. BUETZER   

  R. HUEBER   

     

 

 

 

 

8. SUBSCRIPTIONS    

Remain the same, not increase 

 

 

AST  

9. PROPERTY TRUSTEES      

  

ELECTION OF 2 PROPERTY TRUSTEES 

1. Michael Hauser  

2. Christian Schiess  

 

  

 

10. OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS      



 

Ernst Tobler – are we a non-profit organisation?  ET Suggested that the committee completes the non-profit organisation online form.  

Discussion followed on whether the club should be registered as a non-prof and with SARS.  No decision was taken 

Kenny Fergus enquire about John’s UIF  

It was also argued if John needs to be registered with UIF or not.  CS stated not sure about labour law but will investigate regarding taxes and 

UIF 

An investment fund for John is available – Stefan Rüssi has all the information regarding this investment 

 

 

 

  

  

11. MEETING CLOSED    

Closed 20.20  

 

 

  

 


